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The Murders Before the Marathon
The Susan Zalkind’s work in “The Murders Before the Marathon” is an account a brutal terrorist attack that happened in Boston marathon on April 15, 2013. The blast of two pressure-cooker bombs had been packed with shrapnel and concealed in backpacks among crowds of marathon spectators. The bombs exploded just seconds after one another close to the finish line alongside Boylston Street. The blasts immediately changed the sun-filled afternoon into a horrible scene of destruction, chaos and bloodshed, killing three spectators and leaving over 260 individuals wounded, while 16 lost their legs. 

Zalkind connects this event with history by terming the marathon bombing as the largest act of terrorism on American soil after the September 11 attacks commonly denoted as 9/11. The 9/11 were terrorist attacks that claimed lives of 2,996 individuals, injuring over 6,000 people and property damage of above $10 billion. This event presented dark realities in mindset of many people. Zalkind also links her story with the past by stating that if Waltham police had unravel incident on September 11, 2011 of three men who were hacked to death, there was a great chance they could have avoided the Boston Marathon bombings since the culprits appeared to be the same.  

The Boston Marathon is held on Patriots Day that remembers and honors the 1775 battles of Lexington as well as Concord that kicked off the Revolutionary War.  This is in accordance with culture of Massachusetts and is celebrated on every third Monday in the month of April every year. The Patriots’ Day is official public holiday in Massachusetts. The feeling participating in marathon is amazingly great. For the elite runners it is a competition, but for others it’s a fun-filled moment good for cooperative venture for those who love having fun. To others, it an overview moment that encompasses spirit of togetherness among spectators and runners supersedes any feeling of division. Running while people cheer up along the route is inspiring and very special for participant in marathon event. 
The author of “The Murders Before the Marathon” links the event with lives of institutions by discussing the involvement of FBI agents, Massachusetts state troopers and Orlando police. Zalkind argue at some point that at Glades County Detention Center, corrections officers were swiftly bundling Tatiana from an Immigration jail to solitary confinement cell. When police had captured Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, and now went for his older brother and fellow suspect of heinous act, shooting ensued leading to the death of two prime suspects. This repellent act was seen to place the lives of law enforcers and institutions at risk. Likewise, the in collection all evidences by the FBI, the agent was risking their lives.
Writing is a very pivotal tool that could be used to communicate and broaden individual’s sense of despair as well as individual’s sense of superiority. What is doubtful is whether individuals understood what Zalkind knows, especially in how she employs writing of the article “The Murder Before the Marathon”. She indeed creates a sense of hope as well as optimism supersedes the destruction of prior worlds. This writing creates a greater sense of linking the world to its inhabitants as it moves beyond the history, the lives of institutions which enclose us and the culture. In fulfillment of all these, Zalkind has used phrases that directly create realistic connotations and phrases that illustrate a dark afternoon in Boston event, and her discussion create sense of hope and power of forgiveness. This is illustrated in her meeting with Tatiana where she has been crying for almost the whole day and fact that she was narrating the unfolding of events to Zalkind puts her in awkward situation because she is placed under solitary confinement and any violation on that could warranty her extradition back to Russia. But author seems to give her sense of hope and build thoughts of forgiveness in her. Despite Zalkind’s talking to Tatiana, she also has some lingering questions in back of her mind on whether Ibragim kill her friend Erik. But showing power of forgiveness she has put that aside and is here comforting the 19 years old girl who she sees as they share the same fate with, given that the people they have loved their lives were cut shot. 
 The level at which Zalkind engage productively with the dark realities of our time is when she explores on violence, suicide and terrorism as well as trauma. She takes readers step by step in her complicity of collecting facts about the happenings on fateful day of marathon in Boston and the past events linked to it. She emphasize in her writing that Boston Marathon bombing is the worst American had witnessed after the 9/11 because the intention was to kill and injure many people as possible, which is the aim of the terrorists. In the story she also explores on homicide where her friend Erik Weissman was killed and expresses the trauma she encountered while learning about his death. The author also narrates life about Erik, discussing his life tribulations and how he was optimistic about life, a sense of hope that kept him soldiering ahead despite the challenges he encountered. Zalkind narrates how her experience with the man he loved, Erik was interesting and how she rejoiced being around him. A memory of such incidents connects one to some dark memories of life and could lead into depression of trauma if not well managed. After Erik murder, police theorized that it was a drug deal went wrong, beside the other dark rumors which are linked to dark realities like a presumption that Hiba, who ex-girlfriend of Brendan had hire hit men to kill Brendan and when they went and find Brendan, Erik and Rafi, they had to murder them all as way of concealing the investigation process. In realities of life, after the happenings of events of incidents, very many people come up with number of claims to unravel the happenings. A classic example is the Boston Marathon bombings; many believed it was a terrorist attack, while investigator held a theory that Tsarnaevs, the main suspects were not linked to any terrorist groups and executed plan of bombing on their own, which seems to be motivated by extremist Islamic beliefs. 
The extent the readers connect with dark realities in the story may be in different forms; the most prevalent one is sympathizing with the victims and expecting justices moved to bring to perpetrators behind books. At same time, the tale motivates reader to wider readings to find out what happened in the incident. In this story, readers keep on reading to find out what happened at the end and who was exactly involved in heinous acts of murder of Erik and friends, and those who masterminded the Boston Marathon bombings. The reader is left wondering how sometimes things happen and wonders what could happen. Zalkind seems to present some meaning in her writing before even this meaning is completely expressed. 
The engagement with dark realities matters a lot to be the writer and reader of a story. To the writer, it makes his or her story interesting and inspires the reader to understand the message or themes of the story a writer is narrating about. On the side of the reader, it makes it possible to capture the facts and clear get the exact meaning of what the story is all about. The writer may also use the dark realities to emphasize on the present event she is narrating about, as the case of “The Murders Before the Marathon” Zalkind connects the event with the past event of 9/11 and that of the murder of Erik and friends. This link gives the reader broad insights about the whole things that surrounds the story that is being presented to readers.  The story is very educative and informative on social-justices and tries to unravel the truth behind the Boston bombings.      
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